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EIZAMQrKo xtHMEIOMA

210 nAoUato noAwtotiké anéBepa tng KopvBiag, o AloAkog Katéxel
16laitepa e€éxouaa BEan. Mpodkettal yia pvnueio dppnkia ouvdede-
MEVO HE TNV OLKOVOMLKA Kal MoAwkn akun tng apxaiag KopivBou,
n onoia avadeixBnke oe pia and tg onpavilkotePEG NOAELG-KPATN
ToU eMnvikoU Koopou, aglonoliviag TN oTPatnNylKA YEWYPAPIKN
NG B€on Kat tov Kaiplo poAo TnNG 010 SLAPETAKOMLOTIKG eundplo.
MapdAnAa, o AioAkog ouvdéetal pe nepLddoug evonAwyY GUYKpoU-
ocwV, Katd TG onoieg n Asttoupyia tou e§UNNPETNCE OTPATIWTLIKES
KOl VOUTIKEG aVAYKEG, avIavakAWVIag TG YEWNOALTIKEG eVIAOELG TNG
apxaldTntag eV TauTOXPova Ta KATAOKEUAOTIKA Kal TEXVIKA Xapad-
KTNPLOoTIKA tou pvnpeiou to KaBlotolv éva anoudaio épyo apxaiag
MNXaVLKAG, T0 onoio éxel Sikaiwg xapaKinplotel wg TeEXVOAoyLKo eni-
TEUYMO TNG apxalétniag.

Qotdéoo, n eyyUtnta tou pvnpeiou pe th Auwpuya ing KopivBou Kat
n anoucia cwotlkwy enepBdoewy yia NoMEG dekaetieg obhynoav
otn dnuloupyia cwpeuTikwv npoBAnudtwy, ta onoia Kathpynoav
v evétnta Tou pvnpeiou Kal éBecav oe coBapd Kivbuvo tn dlath-
pnon tou. Ta npoBAnpata autd avipetwniotnkav oto nAaiolo tng
Mpa&ng EXTA pe titho: «[pootaacia, Anokatdotacn kat Avadelgn tou
Apxaiou AéAkou» Ynnp€&e yia éva €pyo dUokoAo, NoAUCUVBETO Kat
anauntiké e€attiag tng peydAng pBopdg Tou pvnpeiou Kat Ing yeuvi-
aong tou pe 1o BaAdacto anpdéBAento neptBAAov. OAeg oL SUTKOAIEG
UNEPKEPAOTNKAY HE EMTUXia and 1o ENOTNHOVIKG Kal EPYATOTEXVIKO
NPOCWNIKG Tou €pyou, Mou We ayann kat gpoviida yia 1o pvnpeio,
uAonoinoav TG eYKEKPLUEVEG HEAETEG Kal Bphkav AUCELG yla KABe
anpdonto nou napouadtdatnke. Hrav éva €pyo nou dlapkwg e€eAlo-
oétav, KaBwg 1600 0 XWPoG 600 KaL T0 Pvnueio anokdAuntav g avd-
YKEG TOUG Kal ePeig ouxva npoaappolépactav o€ autég.

TeAlk6g okondg pag htav n dnploupyia €vog anokateotnUéVou
dnudolou apxatohoylkoU xwpou o€ éva avaBaBuIopévo QUOLKO ne-
pBAMov, Kat vouilw ot 1o kKatapépape. O AioAkog tng KopivBou,
Kataokeuaopévog otny ida B€on nou apyodtepa dlavoixBnke n Aiw-
puya, eVIAooeTal CAPEPA O€ Hia VED KOLWVWVLKA MPOOMTIKA Kal n ano-
Katdotaoh tou €xeL vonuatodothoel ek VEOU To PUOLKS nepBAAAov
ToU, 10 onoio Sladpapdrioe Siaxpovikd kaBoplatikd poAo oto apxaio
Kat aUyxpovo LaTopLKo yiyveaBal.

Mavaywwota Kaoipn, ApxatoAéyog
AeuBuvipla Epopeiag Apxatothtwv KopwvBiag

INTRODUCTORY NOTE

Within the rich cultural heritage of Corinthia, the Diolkos occupies
a particularly prominent position. It is a monument inextricably
linked to the economic and political prosperity of ancient Corinth,
which emerged as one of the most important city-states of the
Greek world by exploiting its strategic geographical location and
its crucial role in transshipment trade. At the same time, the
Diolkos is associated with periods of armed conflict, during which
its operation served military and naval needs, reflecting. the
geopolitical tensions of antiquity while its constructional and technical
features of the monument render it an outstanding achievement, of
ancient engineering, which has justifiably been characterized as a
technological accomplishment of antiquity.

However, the proximity of the monument to the Corinth Canal,
combined with the absence of rescue and conservation interventions
for many decades, led to the accumulation of serious problems that -
disrupted the unity of the monument and placed its preservation at
considerable risk. These issues were addressed within the framework
of the ESPA-funded project entitled “Protection, Restoration, and
Enhancement of the Ancient Diolkos.” The project was particularly
challenging, complex, and demanding due to the extensive deterioration
of the monument and its adjacency to a dynamic and-unpredictable
marine environment. All problems were successfully by the scientific
and technical personnel involved, who, with dedication-and care for
the monument, implemented the approved studies and devised
solutions to every unforeseen difficulty that arose. The project was
continuously evolving, as both the site and the monument gradually
revealed their needs, requiring frequent adaptation to emerging
conditions.

The ultimate objective was the creation of a restored public
archaeological site within an upgraded natural environment, a
goal that has been achieved. The Diolkos of Corinth, constructed
on the same route where the Corinth Canal was later excavated,
is today integrated into a new social context, while its restoration
has redefined the surrounding natural landscape, which has played
a decisive role throughout history in both the ancient and modern
historical development of the area.

Panagiota Kasimi, Archaeologist
Director of the Ephorate of Antiquities of Corinthia




TOMNOIPADIA

O apxatohoylk6g xwpog Tou AdAkou evionidetal atnv NePLOXA NG
Mooedwviag, evidg twv dloknTikwy opiwv tou Ahpou Aoutpakiou
— Mepaxwpag — Ayiwv Beodwpwv tng lMNepipepelakng Evotntag Ko-
pwBiag. H Béon avuiotowxei oto dutikéd dkpo tng Atwpuyag tng Kopiv-
Bou, oto onpeio dnou Asttoupyei ohpepa n BuBildpevn Mépupa, kat
anoteAel Tn uokn petdBaon petagl tou KopvBiakoU KoAnou kat
ToU TexvnToU KavaAlol.

210 Bépela ing B€ang uywvovtal ta fepdvela Opn, ot napuPEg
Kal Tnv eupUTEPN MEPLOXA TWV ONOIWV €XOUV EVIONLOTEL aPXALOAOyL-
K@ KatdAotna tng NPoioTtoptkng neplédou. AviiBétwg, ota vétia ava-
ntugoetal pia {wvn XxapnAwy Ad@wv, Katd phKog TG onoiag eKTeivetal
10 AlioBpto Teixog, otoixeio atpatnytkng onpaciag yla tov EAeyxo NG
61660u tou loBuoU:

KOPINBIAKOL KOAOX
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Aev daowlovtal apxaieg PNOAOYIKEG N ENYPAPIKEG HAPTUPIEG
MoU VA TEKUNPLLOVOUYV TO apXaio TonwvUHLo TNG CUYKEKPLUEVNG BE-
ONG, EVW YLa PEYAAO XpoVIKO dldoTtnpa n apxaloAoytkh épeuva dev
eixe evionioel dAAa KatdAowna Mou va unodnAWVOUV eKTETApévn
avBpwnivn dpactnpiétnta otnv dueon neppépeld g H eikéva
auth petaBANBnKe apxikd pe TG €épeuveg tou NikdAaou BepbeAn
KaL TIG OWOTIKEG avaokaPég tng Epopeiag Apxatothtwy KopuvBiag.

Elbikétepa, €xouv anokaAugBei touldxiatov dUo vekpotageia
pe auvexn xphon and tov 7o at. n.X. €éwg ta téAn tou Sou at. n.X.,
Ta onoia paptupolv Tnv Unapé§n evog opyavawpévou Kat MoAUEToUG
olKLoTkoU nuphva. H avantugn tou owkiopoU autol auvdéetal Ape-
0a pe tn Asttoupyia tou AdAkou, o onoiog @aivetal 6t dtadpaud-
TI0€ KaBopLotikd pdAo otn SleukOAUVAN TNG SLAPETAKOMLOTIKNG Kal
eunoplkhg dpaatnpiétntag atov IoBué tng KopivBou.

Mepawrépw, og andotaon nepinou 700 p. votloavatoAkd tou Aio-
Akou, otn Béon EuayyeAiotpla Moogdwviag, éxel avaokagel owkia
nou xpovoAoyeitat atoug 50 Kat 4o at. n.X., otowxeio nou evioxu-
€L TNV €IKOVA PLOG EKTETAPEVNG KATOIKNONG ThG MEPLOXNG Katd thv
kAaotkn nepiodo. TéAog, vedtepa dedopéva and tn Béon AstBadakt
Noutpakiou katadelkviouv auvexn avBpwnivn napouaia TouAaxL-
otov KaB' 6An tn SLApKeLa TwV apXaikwV Kal KAaoIkwy xpovawy. Ot
pwpaikol xpévol avitnpoownrnevovial and tnv EVIUNWGLAKA énau-
An otnv Katouvigtpa Aoutpakiou.

Ayyeia apxaik@v xpovwv
WG TaPLKa Ktepiopara.
Archaic vases used

as grave offerings.

Tagpog ané ta vekpotagpeia tng Mooedwviag.
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e Poseidonia Cemete

XdAkwvo kdtontpo.
Bronze mirror.

MAAwvo gdwAto Xpiyyag.
Terracotta figurine

ry.

TOPOGRAPHY

The archaeologicalssite of the Diolkos is located in the area of Poseidonia, within
the administrative boundaries of the Municipality of Loutraki — Perachora
— Agioi Theodoroi in the Regional Unit of Corinth. The area is known as the
western end of the Corinth Canal, at the section where the Bascule Bridge
is located, connecting the Corinthian Gulf with the artificial channel.

To the north of the Diolkos, where the imposing Geraneia Mountains rise,
remnants from the prehistoric period have been identified in various locations.
To the south, there is a series of low hills along which the Isthmian Wall extends.

No evidence has survived that records the ancient name of the site, and
for many years there was no information regarding the presence of other
archaeological remains. However, the research conducted by Nikolaos
Verdelis, as well as investigations by the Ephorate of Antiquities of Corinth,
have changed this view. Specifically, at least two cemeteries, used from the
7th century BCE to the late 5th century BCE, have been uncovered, attesting
to the existence of a significant settlement, which likely flourished due to
the commercial activity facilitated by the Diolkos.

Additionally, approximately 700 meters southeast of the Diolkos, in the area
of Evangelistria of Poseidonia, a house dating to the 5th and 4th centuries
BCE was excavated. More recent findings from the Leivadaki site in Loutraki
indicate human presence throughout the Archaic and Classical periods. The
roman period is represented by the impressive villa of Katounistra in Loutraki.

Pwpaikn énauAn Katouviotpag Aoutpakiou.

The Roman Villa of Katounistra, Loutraki.
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EMIOPIO KAI NAYIMNHITKH XTHN KOPING0

H katavénon tou AlbAkou npolnoBEtel tnv e€€taan tng olaitepng oxéang twv KopvBiwyv pe to eund-
plo kat Tn vautiNia. H KépwvBog, dnwg avapépouv ot apxaieg nny£g, unnp&e Adyw NG oTPaATNyLKAG TG
Béong, mou tng enétpene Tov €Aeyxo Thg NePLoxng tou laBpou, «o kAewbokpdatopag tng MNeAonovvhoou».
Ot nny€¢ pualkoU NAoUTtou NG, 6nwg ta NAoUGCLa KOTAGKHATA TOU XAPAKINPLOTIKOU, KUTIpvwnoU KopLv-
BlakoU nnAoU Kat tou woABikoU acBeatéAlBou, n yéviun KopvBlakn nedidda, atnv onoia napdyoviav
NAnBog yewpylkwv npoidviwy, alonotnBnkav eupUtata otny avantugn VoG EKTETAPEVOU EUMOPLKOU
diktlou. Znv €€€AEN auth anpaviiké pdAo Sladpapdtioe 10 NANBOG TwVv eyKateoTNPEVWY athv KépivBo
TEXVLTWV, oL onoiol SnpoUpynaav kawvotdua npoidvia nou eixav tepdatia {htnon otig ayopég tng Adong
Kal tng AvatoAng.
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KopivBiakég pehavopoppog Kpathpag
He napdotacn tnéwv.
Corinthian black figure krater depicting

horse riders.

Mo ouykekpipéva, sival yvwaotd and enypaPég ot o NwpoAlBog
e€dyovtav yla peyaio xpoviké didotnua and tov 7o at. n.X. éwg tov
20 at. a.. N.X. yla IV KataokeUA NoAWV dnpdolwy Ktipiwy tou eA-
AadikoU xwpou, dnwg tng Emdalpou kat twv AeApwv. Opota Kata-
ypdoeetat kat n e€aywyn §uAeiag. Ta nhAwva npoidvia g, 6nwg apu-
BaM\ot (ayyeia pe apwpatikd Aadia), KpatnNPEG, ovox9Oeg Kat oKUPOL
(ayyeia yia tnv avduign, to oepBiplopa Kat tnv néon 1ou Kpactou)
KatékAuoav TIG ayop€g tng Adong kat tng AvatoAng. Xta gupltata
Yyvwotd, aypotikd tng npoiévia cuykataAéyoviat ta phAa and tnv
KN tou X1dolvta, ta panavdkia, 1a AouloUbia (BloAéteg), To AdbL
Kal 10 Kpaaoi nou e§dyoviav o eunoptkoUg KopvBlakoUg appopeis.
Ané tnv AMn nAeupd, og avackapEég tng Ayopdg tng KopivBou, éxouv
BpeBel ayyeia and tnv ABnva, 1o Apyog, Thv Etpoupia kaBw¢ Kat ap-
Qopei¢ Je naotd ydpia ané g aktég tou Athaviikou.

H avantu€n tou epnopiou ogeiletal eniong kat atnv W8laitepn oxé-
on Twv KopvBiwv pe th BaAacca Kat ota §Uo tng Atpdvia, 10 Atudavt
tou Aexaiou ata dutikd Kat 1o Alpdvt Twv Keyxpewyv ata avatoAkd. O
Boukubdidng, and tov onoio aviAoUpe MOAEG NANPOPOpPIEG, avapEpEL
61 ot KopivBlol ékavav aogpain ta ta&idia otn BaAacoa e€aieipovtag
v nepateia. Xtov KopivBio ApewvokAn anodidetal n Kataokeun tou
NPWTOU NOoAgPkoU MAoiou, TNG TPLAPOUG, EVA h NPWIN vauyaxia
Kataypdgetat avapeaa otnv KépwvBo Kat thv anotkia tng, tnv Kép-
Kupa. Tov 3o at. n.X.,, otug LupakoUoeg, oxedldotnke and tov Apxt-
pAdN Kal kataokeudotnke and tov KopivBio Apxia n «Xupakouaia»,
10 JeyaAUtepo iowg nAoio tng apxatdétntag. AikatoAoynpéva, Aotnov,
avagépetal 6n «ol KopivBiol htav ot npwtol nou dAAa&av tn popph
NG Vaunnytkng.

Specifically, inscriptions show that poros stone was exported for a
long period, from the 7th century BCE to the 2nd century BCE, for the
construction of many public buildings across Greece, such as those
in Epidaurus and Delphi. Similarly, timber was exported. Corinthian
ceramic products, such as aryballoi (small containers for perfumed
oils), kraters, oinochoai, and skyphoi (vessels for mixing, serving, and
drinking wine) flooded the markets of the West and East. Among the
widely known agricultural products were apples from the ancient
deme of Sidous, radishes, flowers (violets), olive oil and wine, which
were exported in Corinthian amphorae. Conversely, excavations in
the Corinthian Agora have yielded vessels from Athens, Argos, and
Etruria, as well as amphorae containing salted fish from the Atlantic
coasts.

Trade development was closely connected to the Corinthians’ strong
maritime tradition and their two renowned harbours, Lechaion to the
west and Kenchreai to the east.Thucydides, from whom we obtain
much information, notes that the Corinthians secured safe sea travel
by suppressing piracy. The Corinthian Ameinocles is credited with
building the first warship, the trireme, while the first recorded naval
battle occurred between Corinth and its colony, Corcyra. In the 3rd
century BCE, in Syracuse, Archimedes designed, and the Corinthian
Archias built, the “Syracusia,” arguably the largest ship of antiquity.
Therefore, It has been rightfully observed “the Corinthians were the
first to transform shipbuildin.

KopivBiakoi apUiBaliot (apwparodoxeia) kat nugideg (koopnpatoBAkeg).
Corinthian oil containers (aryballoi) and jewelry boxes (pyxides).

eE- Yy
i n?a'."" e

:"3

<

|
L :
- A s

7
j
|p)‘ |

S
—\f_~
7

A A
e e e

e

Ruewrr”




H IXTOPIA TOY MNHMEIOQY.
Apxaieg Kal oUyxpoveg HAPTUPLEG.

0 AioAkog tng KopivBou eival o ABdotpwtog 6p6pog nou cuvEdee tov
KoptvBlaka pe 1o Xapwvikd kOAMo Kal aviiotpopa, MPOKELPEVOU va ano-
@Qelyetal o enkivduvog nepinAoug g MNeAonovvhoou, pia andotacn
dnAadn 180 phiwyv nepinou. XpnaodonothBnke yia tn petagopd and tnv
€npd nAoiwv Kat epnopeupdtwy, napéxoviag taxutnta, acPAAeld Kat
€€0IKOVONGN XPOVOU OTIG HETAKLVATELG,

la noAoUG alwveg o AioAkog htav yvwotdg péaa and TG nepypapeg
apxaiwv ouyypapéwy pe apopun NoAepIkd yeyovorta. Mo ouykekpLpé-
va npwtog o Boukudidng, e§lotopwviag yeyovéra tou [Nehonovvnatakol
noAépou, avapépel 61t aTo TENOG Tou KaAokalplou Ttou 428 n.X. ot Aake-
dawuéviol cuykévipwoav vautikég duvdpelg atov 1aBué tng KopivBou,
NPOKELWEVOU va avianokplBouv ato aitnpa twy Katoikwy tng Mut\ivng
yla BonBeta. Mepypdpel xapaktnplotikd 6t ol Aakedatpéviol toipalav
0AkoUG (tpoxo@épa oxnpata) Je otdxo va nepdoouv ta nAoia and tov
IaBu6 kat va entteBolv otoug ABnvaioug. O 610G 1oToPIKOG KataypAPeL
N SWUAKION NoAepIKwV NAoiwy, Alya xpévia apydtepa 1o Kahokaipt Tou
411, 6tav oL kdtokol Tng Xiou ¢htnoav th cuvdpopn twv NeAonovvnaiwy
yla va anootathoouv and tnv ABnva, nou Bplokétav oe Sewvh BEan petd
T ZikeAkn Ekotpareia.

Tn xphon tou avagpépel kat o LoTtopikég MNMoAuBlog Katd tn SlapKela
Tou AeUtepou XuppaxikoU MoAépou (220-217 n.X.). I6waitepn onpaviikh
eival kat n enypagn and v KépivBo nou katadeikvUel th petagopd
nAoiwv péow tou loBuol und tnv atyida tou Mdpkou Avidviou. And T
pwuaikn nepiodo onpavikh ivat n paptupia tou XipdBwva, o onoi-
oG avagépel ot o loBpdg, oto onpeio tou AldAkou, 6rou peTapépoviat
1a nAoia anéd tn pia BAAacca otnv AMn, éxel NAdtog 40 otddia. Kat o
IMAiviog oxoAldleL 6t n dadpopn ya 1o yUpo tng lMNeAonovvhoou gival
Hakpd kat enkivbuvn yia ta nAoia nou gpnodidoviat Adyw peyéBoug va
petapepBolyv ndvw o€ 0AkoUg. Maptupia yia tn 6tiaBuion twv nAoiwv
€xoupe Kat and tn Bulavivh nepiodo pe avapopd yia diioBuion tou oté-
Aou 1ou ‘EMnva vaudpxou NikhAta Qopupd katd tn Sidpkela noAépuou
evavtiov Twv Xapaknvav (9ogat. p.X)

Ot paptupieg enavépxovtal tov 190 awwva , étav o Habbo Gerhard
Lolling, Frazer kat N. Fowler — R. Stillwell avayvwpiouv opatd tuh-
pata tng 0doU. To 1946, katd tn SLdpkela epyactwy diavolgng 0dou atnv
nAeupd tng Ltepedg EANGSag mAnaiov tng ovopaldpevng ltalMkhg Mépu-
pag, anokaAUueBnKe TpNpa dpépou, To onoio KataotPAPnKe Sixwg va
anotunwBoEei.

Enwypagpn nou enawvei tov avBinato Mapko Aviwvio
yla tn petappd tou otéAou tou otov IgBpé. (101 n.X.).
Commemorative inscription of the portage of Marcus Antonius’
fleet over the Corinthian Isthmus.

THE HISTORY OF THE MONUMENT.
Ancient and Modern Testimonies.

The Diolkos of Corinth was a stone-paved slipway that linked the
Corinthian Gulf with the Saronic Gulf. Its purpose was to provide a
shortcut across the Isthmus, bypassing the perilous 180-mile
circumnavigation of the Peloponnese. By facilitating the overland
transport of ships and cargo, it ensured greater speed, safety, and
efficiency for ancient maritime trade and military operations.

For centuries, knowledge of the Diolkos was preserved solely
through literary accounts by ancient authors, often in the context of
naval warfare. Thucydides provides the earliest record: in the summer
of 428 BC, during the Peloponnesian War, the Lacedaemonians
mustered their fleet at the Isthmus to assist Mytilene. He specifically
notes that they prepared hauling devices (olkous pareskevazon) to
portage the ships and launch an attack against Athens. The same
historian documents a second instance in 411 BC, when the fleet of
Chios sought Peloponnesian aid to defect from the Athenian League
following the disastrous Sicilian Expedition.

IxeblaotikéG avanapactacelg nAoiwy.

Ixedlaotkn

avanapdotacn
Hetapopdg nAoiwy -
navw otov AioAko.
Graphic representation et AN
of ship transport along - J\ T
the Diolkos. ) A%

The historian Polybius also references the slipway’'s use during
the Social War (220-217 BC). Furthermore, a significant inscription
found in Corinth attests to ship portage across the Isthmus under
the patronage of Mark Antony. From the Roman era, Strabo provides
a vital testimony, stating that the Isthmus at the Diolkos—where
ships are hauled from one sea to the other—measured 40 stadia
in width. Pliny the Elder also remarks on the long and treacherous
journey around the Peloponnese, noting that some vessels were too
large for the Diolkos haulers. Evidence of its continued use extends
into the Byzantine period, with records of Admiral Niketas Ooryphas
transporting his fleet across the Isthmus during a campaign against
the Saracens (9th century AD).

Renewed interest in the monument emerged in the 19th century, as
scholars like Habbo Gerhard Lolling, Frazer, and the team of Fowler
and Stillwell identified visible remnants of the road. In 1946, during
roadwork near the «Italian Bridge» on the mainland side, a section of
the Diolkos was uncovered.

Graphic representations of ships.
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0 apxatoAdéyog NikéAaog Bepbehng, o avackapéag tou AioAkou.
Archaeologist Nikolaos Verdelis, director of the Diolkos excavations.

O AIOAKOX EPXETAI £TO 00X
Meptypagn Tou pvnpeiou

To 1956 unnp&e n xpovid nou o AioAkog hpBe ato pwg and tov NikéAao
Bepdehn pe apopuh epyaaoieg eviog ing ZxoAng Mnxavikav. Ot épeuvég
Tou otnv neploxn tng Moogwdwviag katéotnoav yvwotd noAAG ané ta
XAPAKINPLOTIKE TOU pvnpeiou.

0 AioAkog Bpioketal eykdpota otov laBué g KopivBou kat akoAou-
Bl kaunuAdypappn nopeia and Bopelodutikd NPOG voTloavatoAkd.
To dutikd tou népag, otov KoplvBlakd koAno, Bpioketal otnv nepLoxn
g Mooedwviag. To avatoAiké tou avapépetal and GUOAOYIKEG NNYEG
otov apxaio dnpo tou Xxowvouvia (onpepvo Kahapdkt KopwBiag), Ka-
TAOKEUAOTNKE OTLG apx£€G Tou 6ou al. n.X., 6tav n KépwvBog Bplokdtav
010 andyelo NG aKUNG NG Katw and t dakuBépvnon tou Tipavvou
Mepiavbpou. O 1ipavvog eixe avitAngBel tn otpatnylkh onyaacia tou ne-
pacpatog kat opapat{étav tn didvol§n tou kavahou. Natéoo, Xpnopdg
Tou pavieiou Twv AeAQwV Tov an€tpeye anoé 1o va NPOoXwpPNnaoeL atnv
ulonoinan autol Tou EYXEPAKATOG Kal anogAclaE TNV KATAOKEUN Tou
ABdotpwrtou 6pbduou.

To ouvoAiko phkog tou AtdAkou unohoyiletal ota 7 €wg 9 XAU evad
10 NAGTog Tou notkiAel and 3.40u. éwg 6. Eival kataokeuaopévog and
peyahou peyéBoug AlBonmAvBoug nwpdABou, ot onoiot TonoBetnBnKav
o€ okAnp6 unéotpwya and dupo kat Yd xaAikl. O dpdpog napouat-
aCeL 6Uo tPéNoug 68pnang, oL oroiot MBavwg va aviavakAouv Kat d0o
XPOVOAOYIKEG PATELG KATAOKEUNG. XT0 duTKATEPO TUAKA Tou 0 AloAkog
eival pe peyaAdtepn enipélela dounpévog, KaBwg akoAouBeitat n Hua-
1a&n 6Uo oelpwv Pnatkd tonoBetnpéviyv ABONAVBwY oTiG EWTEPIKEG
NAeupég NG 0doU Kat bUo oelpég bpopikd tonoBetnpévaov ABONAVBwY
070 KEVTPO TNG. XT0 TUNPa autd Kat yla phkog nepinou 30y. kdBeta to-
noBetnpéveg NwpLveg NAGKEG oTn votla nAsupd eival niBaveé va anote-

\ H «e€€6pa» tou Al6Akou Tunpa tou AéAkou, Zteped EANGSa

The Diolkos’ platform

H AIQPYTA

" Tunpa AwéAkou, MeAonévvnoog THZ KOPINBOY
& Kataokeun Sector of the Diolkos, Peloponnese THE CORINTH
pe AiBvo 6anebo CANAL

Stone floored structure

Aouoav 1o Kpdonedo tou dpdpuou. Xto unéhotno PNKog tou eival Kata-
OKEUAOPEVOG UE eyKapala tonoBetnpévoug AlBdnhivBoug evad pecaiou
pey€Boug adpd Aafeupévol AiBol oploBetolv To voTIO NéPag Tou.

210 Katdotpwpa TG 060U €ivat eudldkpiteg 6U0 KUPLEG PHATOTPOXIEG,
oL oroieg éxouv andéotacn PeTagl toug 1.40U. aAd Kal ApKETEG UIKPOTEPEG
nou dnploupynBnkav ané t xphon. Idlaitepa xapakInPLoTIKEG gival oL
OPHATOTPOXLEG TOU THAKATOG EVIAG TNG ZX0AMG Mnxavikday, oL onoieg €i-
val BaBiég, pe kdBeta Aageupéva ta Toxwpatd toug. Kat oto tuhpa auto,
waot60o, Hev anouatalouv Kal oL aTEVOTEPEG, HEUTEPEUOUTEG.

lpdupata tou KopvBlakoU aA@aBhntou Kat AMa cUpBoAa, dnwg o 6t-
nAoUG néAeKug sival xapayuéva oe onpeia tou odootpwpatag. Mapouot-
alovtat ouvhBwg ano éva £wg tpia o KABe AiBo. Ta oUpBoAa autd Bew-
pouvrtal SLaKPITKA pnopikd onpddia, SnAwTkA Twv NPOUNBEUTWY Tou
AiBou h avayvwpLoTIKA TWV TEXVIKWY NoU £pYACTNKAV OTNV KATAOKEUN
Tou AL6AKoU gite KRN KaL TNG ApXNG NMOU EMNOMTEUE TO £PYO.

H pakpoxpdvia xphon tou AtdAkou eixe w¢ anotéAeapa kat tn Bopd
Tou. [a 10 Adyo autd cuxvd npaypatonoouviav endlopBwoeLg Pe avt-
Kataotdoelg MBONAVBwY aKOpN Kal e apXITEKTOVIKA PEAN and epeLnw-
Méva Ktipla, 6nwg e éva dwptkod Klovokpavo tou a” pgou Tou Sou at. n.X.,,
niBavwg ané to vad tou Nooewdwva ota’loBuia.

210 TUAMA €vIOG TG IX0ANG Mnxavikv Kal ndvw oto 0déotpwpa
€xouv BpeBei, oe unkog 15 pérpwv (iowg épravav wg kat ta 30 pétpa),
600 napdMnhot toixot, Uyoug 40 ex. yvwatoi wg pduneg. MBavétata xpn-
olueuav ya tnv aopain Petapopd twv MAoiwy ae auto 1o onpeio, 6rou 1o
£60(og €xel Evioveg KNOELG kal akoAouBel n atpopn g 0doU. Exel eniong
unoatnpxBei 61t anotehodoav pduna @OPTWONG Kal EKPAPTWONG.

Sector of the Diolkos, Mainland Greece

Eyxdpakta oUuBoAa kat ypdppata tou KopivBiakou aAgdBntou.
Inscribed symbols and letters of the Corinthian alphabet.

THE DIOLKOS COMES TO LIGHT
Monument Description

The year 1956 marked the discovery of the Diolkos by Nikolaos
Verdelis, following construction work within the School of
Engineering. His excavations in the area of Poseidonia revealed
many of the monument’s key characteristics.

The Diolkos runs transversely across the Isthmus of Corinth,
following a curvilinear path from the northwest to the southeast. Its
western terminus, on the Corinthian Gulf, is locatedin the Poseidonia
area. Literary evidence places its eastern end at the ancient deme
of Schoinous (modern-day Kalamaki, Corinthia). It was constructed
in the early 6th century BC, during the height of Corinth’s prosperity
under the rule of the tyrant Periander. The tyrant recognized the
strategic importance of the passage and initially envisioned cutting
a canal. However, an oracle from the Delphi Oracle deterred him
from proceeding with that project, leading him to decide on the
construction of this paved road instead.

The total length of the Diolkos is estimated at 7 to 9 km, while
its width varies from 3.40m to 6m. It is constructed of large poros
limestone blocks, laid on a solid substrate of sand and fine gravel.
The road exhibits two construction methods, which likely reflect
two different chronological phases. In its westernmost section, the
Diolkos is more meticulously built, featuring two rows of blocks
placed headers-out on the outer edges and two rows of blocks
placed stretchers-out in the center. In this section, for a length of
about 30m, vertically placed poros slabs on the southern side likely
formed the road’s curb. Along the rest of its length, it is constructed
with transversely placed blocks, while medium-sized, roughly
hewn stones demarcate its southern boundary.

P ) e Loz .

Anowyn tou apxaiou AioAkou petd tnv anokaAuyn tou
(tpApa Itepedg EANGSaG).

View of the ancient Diolkos trackway after the excavation
(Mainland Greece sector).

On the road’s pavement, two main wheel ruts (trackways) are
clearly visible, spaced 1.40m apart, along with several smaller
ones created by long-term use. Particularly characteristic are the
ruts within the section of the School of Engineering, which are deep
with vertically hewn walls. However, even in this section, narrower
secondary tracks are also present.

Letters of the Corinthian alphabet and other symbols, such
as the double axe (labrys), are engraved at various points on the
pavement. These usually appear in groups of one to three on each
stone. These symbols are considered to be commercial marks,
indicating the stone suppliers, identifying the technicians who
worked on the construction of the Diolkos, or even the authority
supervising the project.

The prolonged use of the Diolkos resulted in significant wear and
tear. For this reason, frequent repairs were carried out, involving the
replacement of stone blocks, sometimes even using architectural
members from ruined buildings—such as a Doric capital from the
first half of the 5th century BC, likely sourced from the Temple of
Poseidon at Isthmia.

In the section within the School of Engineering, two parallel walls,
40 cm high and known as ramps, have been found on the pavement
over a length of 15 meters (possibly extending up to 30 meters).
They most likely served for the safe transport of ships at this
specific point, where the terrain has steep gradients and is followed
by a bend in the road. Another theory suggests they functioned as a
loading and unloading ramp.



KATAZKEYEXZ AIOAKOY

Y10 Sutko6 tuhpa tou AdAkou, atnv neploxn tng MNooewdwviag, o N. BepbeAing épepe ato
QWG pia aképn kataokeun pe AiBvo 6dnedo, phkoug nepinou 24y. kat péylatou owlbpe-
vou Uyoug 1.25. X1o napeABOy €ixe uNoaTNPIXTEL OTL KATAOKEUAOTNKE Yld TLG AVAYKEG TOU
KopivBiakoU noAépou (395-386 n.X.) kal xpnaoijeue yla tTnv TonoBETNan yepavwy, NPOoKeL-
pévou ta nAoia va anokthaouv thv KatdAAnAn B€on yia Tnv nopeia toug Ndvw oto AloAKo.
Néa otowxeia, wotd6oo, pavepwvouv 6Tl MPOKELTAL Yia KIPLO e EUNOPIKO XAPAKTAPA, TO
onoio xpovoAoyeitat tov 3ou at. n.X., NniBavétata Kat apyotepa.

Téhog, ata Bépela NG Kataokeung pe 1o AiBvo 6dnedo, undpxel pia KaAuppévn pe
OTPWOELG auudAiBou Kat ev pépet BuBopévn, AiBvn, NAaKGOTPWIN KATAOKEUN, N onoia
napapével adlepevnin. Exouv npotaBei Sidpopeg eppnveieg yia tn xphon Tng, 6t dnAadn
anotehoUag tnv apetnpia tou AtdAkou and tnv onoia ta nAoia aUpovtav atnv Enpd h duL
elval apketd petayevéatepn Kal oxetidetal Pe TG epyacieg diavolgng tng Awpuyag and
tov Népwva.

O AioAkog Sikatohoynpéva €xeL XapAKINPLOTEL WG TEXVIKO €NiTEUYHA ThG apxaldtntag.
Xapakinplotikd tou, 6nwg n akpiBela tng nopeiag tou, 10 PEYAAO TOU HAKOG, N EMLPEAELD
oTnV Kataokeun tou Kat n a§lonoinan tou pualkoU avayAU@ou HE TG KataAANAEG KAIOELG
Kal KaPNUAWGELG Tov KaBlatolv €pyo a§loBadpaacto Kat pavepwvouy tnv npdodo otnv ka-
TAOKEUN TEXVIKWV €pywV aAAd Kal oTnv EKPETAANEUON TWV YEWYPAPLKWY NAEOVEKTNUATWV
g KopivBou.

DIOLKOS CONSTRUCTIONS

In the western section at Poseidonia, Verdelis uncovered another stone - floored
structure, approximately 24 m long and with a maximum preserved height of 1.25 m.
Previously, it had been suggested that this construction was related to the Corinthian
War (395-386 BCE) and was used for positioning cranes to set ships on the Diolkos.
However, new evidence indicates that this building had a commercial function, dating at
least to the late 3rd century BCE, and possibly later.

North of the stone-floored construction, a partially submerged paved structure
covered with beach rock layers remains unexcavated. lts function has been interpreted
variously: as the starting point of the Diolkos where ships were hauled ashore or as a
later construction related to Nero's canal works.

The Diolkos is justifiably recognized as a technical achievement of antiquity. Its
characteristics—precision in alignment, great length, meticulous construction,
and exploitation of natural topography with appropriate gradients and curves—
demonstrate both advanced engineering techniques and strategic use of Corinth’s
geographic advantages.

H kataockeun pe 1o AiBvo anedo
(évap€n epyaoidv).

The stone floored structure
(initial stage of the project).

H kataokeun pe 1o AiBvo anedo
(E€ENEN epyactadv).
The stone - floored building (Works in progress).

H kataokeun pe 1o AiBvo anedo
(Me1d 1o népag Twv epyact®yv).
The stone - floored building (Completion of works).

MPOXTALIA, ATTIOKATALTALH
KAl ANAAEI=H
AIOAKOY

0 xpdvog dev unnpge guyevikog anévavit oto AioAko. Ot bekaetieg
eyKatdAewpng PeTd tnv anokdAUYh tou Kat Kupiwg n eyydtntd tou
pvnpeiou pe tn Aiwpuya tng KopivBou, atnv onoia cuxvd npaypa-
Tonolouvtay epyacieg ekBavBUvoewg tou NuBpéva tng Balacaoag yla
n d1éAeuon peydAwy nAoiwv €ixe w¢ anotéAeopa tn petaBoAn tou
napdAlou PETWMNOU, TNV UNOCKAPA TOU UMOCTPWHATOG TNG apxaiag
060U Kat TeAKd th BUBon tphpatog tng oth BaAacca. Apketoi AiBot
Tou unéatnoav kabi¢naon, pdywoav h Bpadotnkav Kat moAAoi Katakpn-
pviotnkav. O AioAkog €xaae thv evotntd Tou evw KivbUveue aoBapd
n dwathpnon Tou.

la tnv OAGTIKA aVTYETWNLON TwV NOAAANAMY WBlattepotnTwy Tou
neptBAaMovtog tou pvnpeiou kat Tou nepBAAoviog autol xwpou
&exivnoav 10 OeBpoudplo tou 2021 epyaaieg ing MNMpagng «Mpootaaia,
Anokatdotaon Kat Avadel§n tou Apxaiou AidAkou» tou EXIMA pe
kwdikoUg OMZ 5034532 (A’pdon) kat OMNX 6002470 (épyo phasing)
pe ouvoAiké npounoloylopd 2.800.000 supw kat KUPLO ToU €pyou
v Eopeia Apxatothtwv KopiwvBiag. H Mpda&n nepieAduBave tpia
Ynoépya ekteAoUpeva and diapopetikodg popeic. X1o mAaiolo tou
Ynoépyou 1 «ApxaloAoyIkEG EpEUVEG, TeKUNPiwaon, anokatdotacn Kat
avadel€n tou apxaiou Al6AKou», T0 onoio eKtEAEGBNKE anoAoyLotika
Kat ye auteniotacia and tnv Ynnpeoia pag, npayuatonothBnkav
oUHQWVa Pe eYKEKPLUEVEG HEAETEG (amoKatdotaong Kal avadelgng
TOU pvnpeiou, guvihpnong KGlYSwTSXVlKﬁ]v 6Xouba:

Avacupan AiBwv AtéAkou.
Recovery of the submerged
blocks of Diolkos. e

PROTECTION, RESTORATION
AND ENHANCEMENT
of the ANCIENT DIOLKOS

Time has not been kind to the Diolkos. Decades of neglect after its
discovery, and especially its proximity to the Corinth Canal, where
regular dredging operations were carried out to allow the passage of
large ships, have caused changes to the coastal front, undermining
of the foundation of the ancient road, and ultimately the submersion
of part of it into the sea. Several stones suffered settlement, cracking,
or breakage, and many collapsed. The Diolkos lost its integrity and
its preservation was at serious risk.

To address the multiple challenges of the monument and its
surrounding area holistically, works began in February 2021 under
the action “Protection, Restoration, and Enhancement of the Ancient
Diolkos”, funded by the NSRF (ESPA) with codes OPS 5034532
(Phase A) and OPS 6002470 (phasing project), with a total budget
of €2,800,000 and the Ephorate of Antiquities of Corinthia as the
project owner. The action included three subprojects implemented
by different entities. Within Subproject 1, “Archaeological investigations,
documentation, restorationand enhancement ofthe Ancient Diolkos”,
executed by Ephorate of Antiquities of Corinthia on an accountable
and self-directed basis, and according to approved studies (restoration
and enhancement, conservation, and geotechnical studies), the
following works were carried out: i |
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* Small-scale excavations and trenches that returned the
monument to a legible state and significantly improved the
surrounding environment, while revealing new information
regarding its use.

¢ Recovery of submerged Diolkos stones.

¢ Conservation of the stones, including soaking, desalination,
and mechanical cleaning.

* Reassembly works, during which adjacent stone members
were identified.

Piyn ABoppinng.
Riprap placement.
¢ Restoration of the monument with the reinstallation of

stones in their original positions, where known. Areas with
significant material loss were supplemented with coarse-
grained mortar.

e Filling of the space between the pier and the monument
with materials according to the recommendations of the
approved geotechnical study.

e Construction of a visitor walkway with stabilized soil
flooring, allowing parallel viewing of the monument and the
Corinth Canal, highlighting the area’s strategic significance
over time.

® Mikphg KA(UOKAG ONOXWHATWOELG KAl aVAOKAPIKEG TOPEG NMOU eNavEPEPAV TO PvnUEio os ava-
yvaaon popen, e€uylaivoviag tautdéxpova onpavikd tov nepBaAovia Xwpo tou.

¢ Avdoupon twv BuBiopévwy AiBwv tou AldAkou.

¢ Epyaoieg ouvinpnong twv AiBwv nou nepteAduBavav tn diaBpoxn, thv apaAdtwaon, Kat Toug
pNXavikwv KaBaplopwy twv AiBwv tou AldAkou.

¢ Epyaoieg avatagng twv AiBwyv, Katd tn dldpKela Twv onoiwv evioniotnKav GuvavaKovia PEAN.
* Epyaocieq anokatdotaong tou pvnpeiou e tnv enavatonoBétnon twv AlBwv otnv apXikn Toug

@awvépeva naippolag GTov XWPO EPYACLLDV.
Tidal conditions at the project site.

TonoBétnon AIBANALVBwv

Kataokeun &tadpopou entokentwy.

Béon, 6rmou auth ntav yvwath. Ma ta TuApata nou napoudiadav th YeyaAUtepn anwAeld Tou
UAIKOU, 0 XthpoG GUUMANPWONKE UE XovOPOKOKKO Koviapa.

ZupnAnpwaon Tou xawpou peta&l tou AyevoBpaxiova Kat tou pvnpgiou pe UMKA aUppwva PE Ty
NPEAOTacn NG EYKEKPLUEVNG YEWTEXVIKNG HEAETNG.

Kataokeun dladpdpiou nepiiynong enokentadv and ataBeponotnpévo xwpdtivo ddnedo, o onoiog
e€aopahiel napdAAnAn B€acn npog to pvnpeio kat t Audpuya ting KopivBou, kaBlotwviag cagh
TNV aTPathykNG anpaciag B€on g neploxng dlaxpovika.

Aapép@uon Tou gyyUTEPOU XWPOU NEPIIETPIKA TOU Pvnpgiou pe th dnpoupyia «{wvng acpaleiag»,
nAdroug 1.5 Y., n onoia KAAUPBNKE P YKPL XAAIKL MOAAGMAWV anoXpwoEwV.

‘Eywvav epyacieg NAEKTPOPWTLOHOU TOU PVNKEIOU E TNV TOMOBETNON PWTLOTIKWY CWHATWY Katd
HAKOG Tou 61adp4IouU ENOKEMTWY, CUHPWVA HE TN JEAETN PWwTLOHOU.

TonoBethBnkav diyAwaoaoeg nvakideg nAnpo@dpnong Tou KowvoU Kal ek66BNKav evnpePWTIKA
évtuna Kat QUAAGdLa o€ ypagpn Braille.

210 nAaioto Tou Ynoépyou 3 «[pootacia 06guong tou apxaiou AioAkou» Nou EKTEAEOTNKE uNd
tnv enonteia g MNepupépetag MeAonovvhoou Kataokeudatnke AyevoBpaxiovag kat tonoBe-
Bnke ABoppinn yua tnv oploBétnon acparols neptBAAAovVTog VoTiwg Tou pvnueiou. Avti-
otowxa, Bopela Tou AdAkou dlapoppwBnkav epyotaglakdg NEPLPPAYHEVOG XWPOG, O 0roiog
nepleAduBave KAELOTH oteyaopévn Kataokeun pe 6anedo and okupddepa yia tnv evanéBeon,
guvinpnon Kat dopikn anokatdotaon twv AiBwv kaBwg Kat odoi kukhopopiag. H Epopeia
Evahwv Apxatothtwy pe 10 Ynoépyo 2 «Evaiieg Apxatohoyikég evaAieg epyaaieg ato nAaiolo
10U Ynoépyou 3» napakoAoUBnoe OAEG TIG EpYATiEG, OL OMOIEG KAl TEKUNPLWBNKAV QuwTtoypa-
QKA. Tautdxpova dnploupynBnke pikph Tawvia €peuvag pe BEpa to pvnpeio kat tnv e€ENEN
TWV EPYAOLWV.

Kataokeun AwpevoBpaxiova.
The construction of the breakwater.

A
Epyaoieg anokatdotaong.
Restoration works.

Construction of the visitors path.

Agpaldrwon MBOnAvBwv o Se§apevig.
Desalination of ashlar blocks in tanks.

o€ gpyotaglaké xwpo.
Handling of ancient ashlars
at the worksite.

TonoBtnon pwtiopol avadei§ng.

Installation of accent lightning.

e Arrangement of the immediate surroundings with the
creation of a 1.5 m-wide “safety zone,” covered with grey
gravel of varying shades.

e |nstallation of electrical lighting along the visitor walkway
according to the lighting study.

¢ Placement of bilingual informational panels for the public
and publication of informational brochures, including
Braille editions.

Within Subproject 3, “Protection of the Diolkos route”,
executed under the supervision of the Peloponnese Region,
a breakwater and riprap were installed to secure the area
south of the monument. Similarly, n orth of the Diolkos, a
fenced construction site was created, including a covered
structure with a concrete floor for the storage, conservation,
and structural restoration of the stones, as well as circulation
routes around it (excluding the northern side).

Subproject 2, “Underwater archaeological works under
Subproject 3", implemented by the Ephorate of Underwater
Antiquities, supervised all activities carried out in the marine
area, which were documented photographically. In addition, a
short research film was produced, presenting the monument
and the evolution of the described works.



NEA ANAZKAOIKA AEAOMENA

Katd tn diapkela ektéleong tou Ynoépyou 1 npaypatonothBnkayv -
KPNG KAIHOKAG avaoKaPIKEG epyacieq. Av Kal NEPLOPLOYEVEG OE PE-
y€Bog Kal o€ éktaon, £pepav ato pwg véa atoixeia yia tov AloAko kat
TIG KOTAOKEUEG NoU Tov NAalaLivouy. Mo guykekpLuéva, aTo XWpo
avatoAlkd TnG Kataokeung e 1o AiBivo 6dnedo, anokaAU@Bnke éva
véo TuApa tou AoAkou, phkoug 10u. nepimou. MNapatnphBnke ot
0To TAPa autd, o AioAkog owdetal o€ PEyLoTo NAGTOG 3 W.. Kat givat
KOTaoKeuaopévog and pnatkd tonoBetnpévoug AilBdnAwvBoug. Eival
eppaveic 60o KUPLEG apUaTOTPOXIEG PE peTatpoxto diaatnua 1.45p.
nepinou. Alaniotwvetat 6nAadn éu oto tphpa autd o AioAkog na-
pouatdlel 1o PikpoTEPO NAGTOG TOU Kat 6L To Bépelo dplo tou cupni-
MTEL PE TNV ECWTEPLKA NAEUPE TOU BOPELOU TOIXOU TNG KATAGKEUNG HE
10 AiBwvo 6danedo. Téhog kaBiotatal capEg 6t 1o AiBvo ddnedo €xel
Kataokeuaaotel navw ané 1o Katdotpwpa tou AtdAkou. Avdueaa otig
dU0 kataokeuég peaohaBei enixwan Uyoug 10 ek. nepimou.

EnwinAéov péoa ané tg €peuveg SlaniotwBnKe, Xwpig va anooapnvi-
otel NAhpwg, n dlapoponoinon TG KATOYnG TG KATaOKEUAG, n oroia
ekteivetal voudtepa. Mo cuykekpiuéva anokaAupBnkav Npog voto ent-
nAéov dUo toixol nou axnpatifouv ywvia kat dnptoupyolv €vav enpnKn
E0WTEPLIKO XWPO. XTa Kvntd euphpata and t dlepedvnon Tou XWpPou
ouykataAéyovtal éva eveniypapo HoAUBSWvo otaBpio, peydAn noodtnta
KEPAMIKNG anoteAoUPEVN and GOTPAKA EMNOPLKWV AHPOpEWY, ONwG pia
andAngn kvidlakoU appopéa Kat AAwWV XPNOTIKWV ayyeiwy, 6nwg Xta-
KEG Adyuvol, kaBwg Kat EAdxiota 6oTpaka avayAupwy oKUPwv, avapeoa
0Ta onoia cUYKataAéyetal Kat éva e HLaKOTUNON PAKPWY NETAAWY.
Ta napandvw euphpata eival evEEIKTIKA Tou UMoplkoU Xapaktnpa
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Collapsed stones from the northern-wall
Southern wheelirut™

Bopela appatotpoxid
Northern wheel rut

"

Néua ‘appatotpoxid
Southern:wheel rut
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Néo tunpa tou AioAkou.
New sector of Diolkos.

TNG KATaoKeUNG evad avaBewpolv Kat th XpovoAdynah tng.

Me v avdoupon twv ABENAvBwy tou AdAkou dlantotwBnke n na-
pouaia Twv eyxapaktwyv GUUBOAWY Kal OTNV KATWTEPN ENLPAVELD TOUG
Kal onavitepa ot NAaivég toug. MapatnpnBnke, eniong, 6t to i6lo oUp-
BoAo nou napouatdletat otnv dvw enipdavela otn He€1d NnAeupd, 10 6HoLd
Tou Bpioketal kat otny Katwtepn enpavela aploteph nAeupd. To no
ouxva anaviwpevo oUpBoAo ival o SinAoUg NéAeKug TéNoG, avapépstat
6t napouaia eyxdpaktwv cupBoAwy dlanotwBnKe Kal o€ Pepovwéva
anotyhpata AlBénAwvBwy nou gixav katappeUael and Tnv toxonola g
KaTaoKeuNg e to AiBvo 6dnedo.

Nétia tou AidAkou, pe apopun TiG epyacieg Slauépuong Twv NPavwy
anokaAUPBnKe TUAKA €VOG KTNPiou, 0TO E0WTEPLKS Tou oroiou Bpébn-
Kav nhAva e16WALa NTNVAV Kal YUVALKEIWVY Hop@UV MoU Kpatouv mnvd.
MBavwg va anoteholoe TpNPa evog napddiou Lepou.

To {610 eyxapakto cUuBoAo atnv dvw Kat Katw enupdvela AlBénAwvBou tou AioAkou.
Identical Incised symbol on the upper and lower surface of a Diolkos ashlar block.
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NEW EXCAVATION DATA

During the implementation of Subproject 1, small-scale archaeological
excavations were undertaken. Although limited in extent, these
investigations produced important new evidence relating to the
Diolkos and the associated structures. In particular, a previously
undocumented section of the Diolkos, approximately 10 m in length,
was revealed to the east of the structure with the stone-paved floor. In
this area, the Diolkos is preserved to a maximum width of ¢. 3 m and
is constructed of ashlar blocks laid in regular courses. Two principal
wheel ruts are clearly visible, with a track gauge of approximately
1.45 m. This section represents the narrowest preserved width of
the Diolkos, and its northern limit coincides with the inner face of the
northern wall of the stone-paved structure. It is also evident that the
stone pavement was laid over the surface of the Diolkos, separated by
afill layer approximately 0.10 m thick.

Further investigation indicated, though not yet fully clarified, a
madification to the ground plan of the stone-paved structure, which
extends further to the south. Specifically, two additional walls forming
an angle were uncovered, creating an elongated internal space. The
assemblage of movable finds recovered from this area includes an
inscribed lead weight and a substantial quantity of pottery, primarily
consisting of sherds from commercial amphorae—among them the
base of a Knidian amphora—as well as other utilitarian vessels, such
as Chian lagynoi. A small number of sherds from relief-decorated
skyphoi were also identified, including an example decorated with
elongated petals. These finds indicate the commercial character of the
structure and necessitate a reassessment of its chronology.
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Tunpa kupiou véua
MAAwva el8®dMa nnvadv . tou AioAkou.

Terracotta bird figurines.  Section of a building
south of the Diolkos.

MoAUB&wvo otaBpio kat tpApata NAAvwy ayyeiwv and 10 E0WTEPLKS TG
KataoKeung pe 1o AiBvo 6anedo
Lead weight and pottery fragments from the interior of the stone- floored
structure

The removal of the Diolkos stone blocks revealed incised symbols
on their lower surfaces and, more rarely, on their lateral faces. Notably,
the same symbol appearing on the upper surface on the right-hand
side of a block is mirrored on the lower surface on the left-hand
side. The most frequently attested symbol is the double axe (labrys).
Comparable incised symbols were also observed on individual stone-
block fragments that had collapsed from the masonry of the stone-
paved structure.

To the south of the Diolkos, earthworks undertaken for the shaping
of the slopes revealed part of a building, within which clay figurines of
birds and female figures holding birds were recovered. This structure
may have formed part of a roadside sanctuary.



H AIQPYTA THX KOPINBOY

H Awwpuya tng KopivBou anoteAel éva and ta onpaviikotepa texvikd €pya tng EAGdag. E§unnpetel tn
petakivnon nAoiwy, avBpwnwy Kat ayaBwv and tov KopvBlakd otov Lapwviké KOAMo kat aviiotpoga,
anokaAuntovtag Slaxpovikd Tn otpatnylkh onpacia tng B€ong.

Tnv 16€a yia tn diavol§n tou loBuoU eixe NdN, 6nwg avaépBnke, Tov 6o at. n.X. o tWpavvog ting Ko-
pivBou [Mepiavdpog. Tov 3o awwva n.X. o Anpntplog MoAopknthg enavépepe tnv okéwn diavolEng tng
Awdpuyag, dpwg ot unxavikoi tou Bepnaav 61t n uhonoinan tou épyou Ba npofevolae NMANPUUPEG OTNV
Aliywa Kat ota ydpw vnaola.

To 6papa Eekiva va yivetal npaypatikétnta tn pwuaikh nepiodo. O loUAog Kaioapag kat o KaAyoUAag
eixav evtael 10 €pyo atoug oxedlaopoUlc toug. O Népwvag, dpwg, htav autdg nou Eekivnae TG epyacieg
pe peydAn enwonudétnta. O {6l0g o autokpdtopag £dwae 10 npdotaypa TG évapgng Toug okdaBoviag pe
pia xpuoh aiva. Z1o épyo cuppeteixav avBpwnol dapdpwy eBvikothtwy Kat o Népwvag 1o enéBAene
NPOCWNIKA HEXPL MOU avayKAoTNKe va entotpéPetl otn Pwpn. Ané auth tnv nepiodo owdetal 1o Asydpevo
«AvayAugpo tou Népwva», Aaeupévo atov Bpdxo tng dipuyag.

Apydtepa, ot Evetoi 1o 1687 kat o lwavvng Kanobdiotpiag petd tnv ibpuon tou eMnvikoU Kpdtoug e€éta-
oaviny enavévapén tou £pyou aAAd ta ox€dla ev npoxwpnoav Adyw KOOTOUG Kal TEXVIKWY SUGKOALWDV.

H oplotikn didvol€n tng Awpuyag Eekivnoe otig 22 AnpiAiou 1882 kat eykawvidotnke 1o 1892. Me nAdtog
44 pétpa otnv enpdvela kat BaBog éwg 8 pétpa anotelei éva €pyo mou cuvoéel To apxaio 6papa Pe
VEOTEPN TEXVOAOYLKA Npdobo.

Anoyn tou laBpoy,

_ Atoaloypaepia, Bentley, 1870.

View of the Isthmus.

» Steel engraving by Bentley, 1840.

THE CORINTH CANAL

The Corinth Canal is one of the most important engineering works in Greece. It
facilitates the movement of ships, people, and goods from the Corinthian Gulf to
the Saronic Gulf and vice versa, consistently highlighting the strategic importance
of its location.

The idea of cutting through the Isthmus was already conceived in the 6th century
BC by Periander, the tyrant of Corinth. In the 3rd century BC, Demetrius Poliorketes
revived the idea of constructing the canal, but his engineers believed that carrying
out the project would cause flooding in Aegina and the surrounding islands.

The vision began to take shape during the Roman period. Julius Caesar and
Caligula, included the project in their plans. Nero, however, was the one who initiated
the works with great ceremony. The emperor himself gave the signal for the start
of construction by digging with a golden pickaxe. People of various nationalities took
part in the project and the emperor personally supervised the works until he was
forced to return to Rome. From this period survives the so-called “Relief of Nero,”
carved into the rock of the canal.

Later on, the Venetians in 1687 and loannis Kapodistrias after the establishment
of the Greek state examined the possibility of resuming the project, but the plans did
not move forward due to cost and technical difficulties.

The final construction of the Corinth Canal began on April 22, 1882, and it was
inaugurated in 1892. With a width of 44 meters at the surface and a depth of up to
8 meters, it is a work that connects the ancient vision with modern technological
progress.
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Ta eykaiviatng Atwpuyag. EAatoypagpia tou K. BoAavdkn, 1893.
The Inauguration of the Corinth Canal, Oil in canvas, K. Volanakis, 1893.
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Epyaoieg GldVotﬁnq tncr Aubpuyq.

Works during the construction of the Canal.

Anoyn tng Awwdpuyag tng KopivBou.
View of the Corinth Canal.
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To avdyAugo tou Népwva.
The Relief of Nero.

TO ANATAYDO TOY NEPQONA

To avayAugpo tou Népwva eival Aaeupévo otn votia nAeupd tng Awdpuyag ing
KopivBou. ‘Exel tn popen vaiokdépoppng othAng pe ouvoAikd Uyog 1.50p. Kat
nAdtog 0.97p. AUo kioveg otnpifouv €noTUALO Kal AETWHA. LTO ECWTEPIKO TOU
avayAUgou aneikovidetal o HpakAng o€ petwnikn otdon. H Agovin tou Kpépetal
ané to 6&€l Tou WO v pe T0 aplatepd tou xépl atnpiletat oto poMalo nou
akoupna ato £6a¢og.

To avayAupo Bewpeitat 6Tt KATAGKEUAOTNKE WG avdpuvnaon twv epyactwy Sid-
volgng tng Atwpuyag and tov autokpdrtopa Népwva h iowg yla va angikoviel tov
{610 tov Népwva wg véo HpakAn, o onoiog unepnpaveltnke 6t e 10 €pyo TOU
Eenépaoe ta KatopBwpata tou HUBIKoU npwa. ANeG eppnveieg unootnpidouv
611 0 HpakAng tonoBetnBnke ekel w¢ NPOOTATNG TwWV £pyaTWY, w¢ aUuBolo tng
avBpwnivng dUvapng anévavit otn Uon h wg EUBANMA Tou peyAAoOU TEXVIKOU
€yXELPNHaTog nou anoteholae n dtavolEn tou loBuou.

THE RELIEF OF NERO

The relief of Nero is carved on the southern side of the Corinth Canal. It has the
form of a small temple-shaped stele with a total height of 1.50 m and a width of
0.97 m. Two columns support an architrave and a pediment. Inside the relief,
Heracles is depicted in a frontal stance. His lion skin hangs from his right
shoulder, while with his left hand he leans on the club that rests on the ground.

The relief is thought to have been created as a commemoration of the canal-
digging works carried out by Emperor Nero, or perhaps to portray Nero himself
as a new Heracles, since he boasted that through his project he surpassed the
feats of the mythical hero. Other interpretations suggest that Heracles was
placed there as a protector of the workers, as a symbol of human strength
against nature, or as an emblem of the great engineering undertaking that the
cutting of the Isthmus represented.
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